
Step two

Putting the horse back before the cart



This is how we start…

Cut and split 

Set the forms  

Plane, swear, glue, bind, swear  

Finish  

Catch the fish 





Let’s build a rod!



After many hours of 
(mostly enjoyable) 

work the glue is 
setting… and I ask 

myself:

 What did I want this 
Rod to do again?





The rod making process could be 
described:

• Step one:   Brief 
• Step two:   Design 
• Step three:  Making 
• Step four:   Test 



• Step one: The Brief 
• Step two: The Design 
• Step three: Making 
• Step four: Test         

• Describe its purpose 
• Design the taper 
• Make it! 
• Try it out and learn if it’s 

going to meet the brief or if 
something needs to change



Step one

• What should this rod be 
good at doing? 

• Where will I fish it? 
• How long should it be? 
• How many pieces? 

• What lines? 
• What flies? 
• What species? 
• How big they? 
• What else?



Design brief 

Description of purpose 

Length and number of pieces 

Line weight and type  

Description of action  

Finish and fittings



Step two

How do we turn step one into a taper?


